May 3, 1963 


; i 


Mr. Clifford . Shipton 
American Antiquarian Society 
Worcester 9 , Haas. 

Dear Dr. Shipton* 

The Philadelphia Art Huaeuta and myself are engaged 
in a most intriguing problem with respect to Benjamin 
franklin’s use of actual leaves to print the paper 
««MJ of Perns*yIrani* and other colonies, lot are 
familiar with the leaf dealt'3 used on the reverse 
of the money of the Continental Congress, Penn¬ 
sylvania, Maryland, Delaware, and New Jersey. These, 
apparently, are made from actual leaves and we have 

. 

#y guess vorkwe assuae that the leaf is soaked in 
plaster water or hot wax and laid on a wet block 
of plaster. Aftrr this hardens a negative cast is 
probably taken with clay, a fixture of clay and 
plaster,or sow® other material, f is transfer 
negative then fcltber hardens or is baked and becomes 
a mold in which a lead casting can be poured. The 
lead casting, therefore, is ua-'d as the printing 
cut, by being nailed on to a block of wood. 

Do you have any knowledge of any source material 
on thi3 method of producing printing cuts? The leaf 
designs are so perfect that they have to be real. 

In addition, a piece of wet cloth is often used as 
a background for the leaves. All you have to do 
is look at the leaf designs on seme of these Colonial 
bills and it will Immediately become obvious that 
they are made from stereotypes. How can this matter 
be documented? i-f you do not know the answer, who 
is an expert on Colonial illustrative techniques? 

My very best wishes. 


Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb EHIC ?.HEWHAM 



AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

Worcester 9 , Massachusetts marcus a. McCORISON, Librarian 

7 May 1963 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

Enclosed find our copy of the Virginia twenty 
shilling note of April 7, 1?62. Please return 
it to me when you are done with it. 

I am at work on your leaf-printing problem. I 
distinctly recall reading something about this, 
someplace. All I have to do is find it! 


Sincerely yours 



Mr. Eric P, Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc 
lj.00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


M.g 


Enclosure 


AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 

Worcester 9 , Massachusetts ^ marcus a. mccorison, Librarian 

9 May 1963 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

I spent some time last night going through 
my printing periodicals but could not find the 
piece on printing with leaves. However, I 
did find a note on p. 31^, of volume 1, of 
The Papers of Ben.j am in F rankli n. This should 
give you some help. I am writing to Mr. Labaree 
to ask if he can lead me to some additional 
material. 


Sincerely yours. 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
[(.00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


M.g 





May 13, 1963 


Mr. Marcus A. McCorison 
American Antiquarian Society 
135> Salisbury Avenue 
Worcester 9, Mass. 

Dear Mr. McCorison: 

I ara returning the Virginia 20 shilling note which 
you were kind enough to send me. 

I am also grateful for your assistance with the 
leaf problem and ara enclosing a copy of my letter 
to the Philadelphia Museum of Art. 

I am particularly interested whether the item 
which you saw involves nature printing of leaves 
or whether it involves making a cut from natural 
leaves . 

This is one of the most interesting subjects I 
have ever become involved in. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
Worcester 9 , Massachusetts marcus a. mccorison, Librarian 

l£ May 1963 


Dear Mr. Newman: 

We received your letter with the Virginia 20 
shilling note enclosed. Thank you for getting 
it back to us promptly. 

Concerning your problem regarding the printing 
of leaves, Mr. Labaree reported that they had 
no further references on Franklin’s leaf print¬ 
ing. I looked at our New Jersey notes, and it 
seems clear that the leaf printed on the verso 
could not have been nrinted from an original 
leaf. At this early date, 1756, stereotyping 
was an unknown process, and I suspect that the 
leaf was printed from a woodcut. 

Your reference to nature printing solves my 
problem. I am sure that the article that I 
read concerned nature printing, rather than a 
full account of Franklin's use of the leaves 
on the currency, although Franklin was mentioned 
in it. However, I still have not found the 
reference, and it looks now as though I probably 
won’t. 


Sincerely yours. 



Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
I 4 .OO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


M.g 


I 


American Antiquarian g>orietp 


Worcester 9, Massachusetts, U.S.A. 


Clifford K. Shipton, Director 


June 12, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Many thanks for the fascinating 
article on Nature Printing on Colonial 
and C ontinental Currency . We have had 
many inquiries about this sort of print¬ 
ing, and I have been putting them off 
while waiting for this article. 


Yours very truly 


CKS 

JCS 








May 21, 1963 


Dr. Whitfield J. Bell, Jr. 

2138 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia 3, J enna. 

Dear Dr. Bell: 

I want to thank you for lighting the fuse which set off 
the fascinating subject of nature printing with the use 
of type metal cuts in eighteenth century America. Since 
our interest is numismatio, we plan to write up this 
entire subject from that point of view as Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, Hew Jersey, and Maryland, as well as the 
Continental Congress ; used leaf prints on currency. No 
reason has ever been given how or why that was done. 

With respect to the franklin papers,! believe it is im¬ 
portant to point out that some of the original outs which 
Benjamin Franklin prepared for use on paper money in 
175£ were not used from that date until Hall & Seilers 
needed cuts for the Continental Congress issues of 1775. 

I have traced the cuts on the original issue of Contin¬ 
ental ourrency and located the source of five of them. 

Do you think this detail ought to be made available at 
Yale for their Franklin papers, as this ties Franklin in 
to the first money issued by the Federal government. 

I am convinced that Franklin learned, in England, the 
experiments in stereotyping with respect to printing 
type and applied this principle to the leaves. 

I would appreciate your thoughts. 



EPN/atb 


ERIC P.NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 




AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


held at Philadelphia 
for Promoting Useful Knowledge 


LIBRARY 

105 South Fifth Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
Telephone: WAlnut 5-9545 


May 23, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

1 agree with you that if some of the cuts Hall and Sellers 
used on Continental currency in 1775 were the same that 
Franklin used in 1755 > the fact is worthy of notice as an 
example of how Franklin (and doubtless other printers) did 
their work in eighteenth century Philadelphia; and I am 
sure that Mr. Labaree at Yale will be happy to have the 
information. The address of the Franklin Papers is, as 
you may know, 1603A Yale Station, New Haven. 

As for Franklin and stereotyping, I am afraid I can offer 
you no observations or information of value. There is an 
exchange of letters with Cadwalader Colden and between 
Colden and William Straha^n 1743 on the subject. The 
Franklin letters are printed in Volume 2 of the Yale edi¬ 
tion, where citations to the other letters are given. I 
am glad to know of your interest in this subject, which 
Mr. McNulty has kept me informed of, and I shall certainly 
forward to you any relevant data I may turn up. 


Faithfully yours 



Whitfield J. Bell, Jr 
Associate Librarian 


e 


May 28, 1963 


Mr.Whitfield J. Bell 
American Philosophical Society 
10£ South £th Street 
Philadelphia, Penna. (6) 

Dear Mr. 3ell: 

Thank you for your nice letter of May 23 with respect 
to Franklin's stereotypes. 

In my study of the apers of Benjamin Franklin, I found 
thefollowing reference: 

C. William Miller, Franklin's Type: Its Study, 

Past and .’resent. APS Proceedings XCIX (1955). 

This gentleman ought to be very much alive and perhaps 
you know him. He probably Knows more about type cast¬ 
ing and stereotype casting and I am woncering if you 
can find out where I can get in touch with him. If 
you care to get in touch with him that would be even 
better. 

You will be interested to know that I published an 
article entitled "Poor Richard's Mottoes for Coins" 
in the Deoember, 19£6 NUMISMATIST based upon letters 
relating to copper coinage which are in your amazing 
library. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


held at Philadelphia 
for Promoting Useful Knowledge 

LIBRARY 

105 South Fifth Street 
Philadelphia 6 , Pa. 
Telephones WAlnut 5-9545 


May 29, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Dr. Miller, who is making a study of 
Franklin T s type, is very much alive, 
indeed.. You can reach him at the 
Department of English, Temple Uni¬ 
versity, Philadelphia. I am sending 
him your letter and telling him he 
can expect to hear from you. 


Faithfully yours, 



Associate Librarian 


e 


November 13, 1963 


Mr3. Gertrude D. Hess, Librarian 
American Philosophical Society 
5th and Chestnut Sts. 

Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Mrs. Hess: 

I have ready for publication an article on Franklin’s 
Mature Printing for which I need a photograph of the 
first known nature print from a cut. This is in "Poor 
Richard's Alaanao" for 1737 and was illustrated in the 
Philadelphia Museum Bulletin, Spring, 1963, entitled 
"A World of Flowers". 

lour Mr. Bell is familiar with my research on the 
matter and Mr. McNulty, of the Museum, suggested X write 
you because the photograph they had for their illustration 
was used in publicity. 

Naturally, I will pay for the oost. Tou already have 
a negative and perhaps you have a positive on hand. 

Please send it to me as promptly as you can. 

Tou will receive appropriate credit in the proposed 
publication. 


Very truly yours. 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EEN/atb 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
LIBRARY 

105 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


Telephone: WAlnut 5-9545 


November 14, 19&3 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


In reply to your request of 


November 13, we are sending a print of the 
illustration of the Rattlesnake Herb found 
in Poor Richard's Almanac for 17S7, with bill, 
early next week. 


Our photographer works only 


part-time, making it impossible to send it to¬ 
day. 


Sincerely yours. 



Gertrude D. Hess 
Assistant Librarian 


GDHschf 



December 3, 1963 


Librarian 

American Philosophical Society 
105 South Fifth Avenue 
Philadelphia 6, Penna. 

Dear Sir: 

You will recall that I requested a print 
of the cicture of the rattlesnake herb in Poor 
Richard 1 s Almanac for 1737 and you told me it 
would be sent as soon as your photographer 
could get to it. 

Would you be nice enough to follow up on 
the matter a .3 my publisher is pressing for 
this illustration, which is the only one 
missing from my article. 

I appreciate your continued help in this 
raa tter. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 

PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


July 7, 1963 


Mr. Uric P. Newman 
Edison p rothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


My apologies for being so 
tardy in answering your letter. The University 
was late in forwarding my office mail and I 
have been out of town. 

I was much imoressed with 
your studies on the Franklin currency and on 
your discoveries about the recurring use of 
the leaf cuts. P rom what I know I can find 
nothing wrong with your explanation of how 
Franklin got his nature prints, and I am sorry 
to admit that I do not know of any way at pres¬ 
ent for Franklin's resurfacing obliterated 
material without recasting which he seems not 
to have dohe. 


Mr. McNulty at the Philadelphia 
Museum has told me of your work and lent me two 
of your articles to read. I would appreciate 
having copies if you have any more to spare. 
Since I started working on Franklin's career 
from 1728 and have little opportunity to get 
to much of the currency you are well ahead of 
me. You have the advantage also of your own 
fine collection and a chance for comparative 
study. Since the Campbell list does not offer 
locations, I have had to ferret out copies 


. /C/cajv&ca? C/e&u . is 




usually in numbers of 5 or 6 in the various 
libraries. The only extensive collection 
I have encountered is that at the American 
Antiquarian Society in ’Worcester. I under¬ 
stand there is also a good one at the Ford 
Museum in Dearborn, but I have not yet seen 
it. 

’Vhen you can spare the time, I would 
be grateful if you would send me a list 
of your private holdings in Franklin and 
Franklin and Kali currency for Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and Delaware so that I may list 
it in my Franklin bibliography, and if you 
know of 8ny other locations of Franklin 
paper I would appreciate your giving me 
a list. 

Your studies have been most helpful 
especially in showing me that I cannot stop 
my consideration of the Franklin plates 
with 1765 wihen he and Hall dissolved their 
partnership. The cuts I see continue to 
be used by Hall and Sellers. Do you have sny 
notion when the nature prints are no longer" 
used? 


T am at present on a side study of 
Franklin’s paper sources which is engrossing 
much of my present time. I have entries 4>n 
his work books about buying paper dor money 
printing, but I know little more except that 
he paid much more a ream for it, and have 
been assuming that the "stuff" in the paper 
mould was .lust heavier and had possibly fibers 
other than linen. If you know anything about 
the composition of the paper, I would very 
much like to hear a^out it from you. 

x hsnk you again for your kindness in 
letting me follow your studies. 


Yours sincerely, 



C. William iller 


July 9, 1963 


Hr. C. William Miller 

Temple University, Department of English 
Philadelphia 22, Pa. 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

I am leaving on my vacation today and there¬ 
fore cannot answer your letter from my home, 
where my data is. 

I am enclosing a oopy of an article which 
you requested. 

Nature prints were used on currency as late 
as 1786. 

I do not know what “stuff* 1 was put in the 
paper but call your attention to the fact that 
mica was in the paper currency by 1776 and per¬ 
haps was introduced earlier. The blue and red 
thread in the papers I am sure you are familiar 
with. 


I have now reached the conclusion that 
Franklin did not have to turn the mold upside 
down to make nature prints but could have 
flatened his wet plaster with a board after 
laying the cloth and the leaf on the plaster. 

You will hear from me further when I 
re turn. 


Cordially yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


June 10, 1963 


Dr. C. William Miller 
Department of English 
femple University 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Dr.’tillers 

fou have received from Mr. Whitfield J. Bell, Jr., 
of the American Philosophical Society, a copy of ray letter 
inquiring as to your whereabouts. Your work on Franklin’s 
type leads me to believe you may know the answer to a problem 
which intrigues me and which I wish to write up for publication. 

Franklin and a few other printers in Colonial America 
who copied him seon to have been the only printers to print 
with nature produced stereotype cuts prior to electrometal¬ 
lurgy. These were leaves on paper money of Delaware, Penn¬ 
sylvania, Maryland, New Jersey, and the Continental Congress. 

The process was apparently not described because of attempted 
secrecy from counterfeiters. Cloth backgrounds for leaves 
were used in most instances. There were thousands of sheets 
of currency printed with these cuts and I am curious if you 
know how these cute were made and hov corrected. I enclose 
prints of Pennsylvania pieces as examples. 

Hy undocumented belief is that first the leaf and then 
the cloth were moistened and perhaps glued together and laid 
face down on a flat surface. Plaster was applied to the back. 
When the plaster hardened the unit was oiled on the front and 
a negative plaster cast taken. The negative was then used 
as a mould to cast one cr ore type nctal cuts. denomin¬ 
ation was engraved into the cut. The cut was mounted on wood 
by side or top nails and fitted into a form with type and 
ornaments for printing. 

In one situation the nail broke the cut at the upper 
right corner and this same cut was used from 17i?6 through 1776. 
This same cut was altered in 1769 by adding L 3 on the upper 
left and adding an L to the XS on the lower right. Then by 
some amazing means the L3 and the L were removed and cloth 
design put in their place, but the correction clearly shows. 

The original plaster negatives probably were not available 
as they apparently broke after a few lead castings. How was 
this done? 


June XO, 1963 

- 2 - 

Dr. C. William Miller 


Please give me your thoughts as you are fully famil¬ 
iar with type foundry methods and printing techniques of 
the period* If you believe I am wrong in any respect please 
say so* I will give you any other data which you may request. 

I will appreciate your cooperation and hope you find 
this problem intriguing* 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 


ehic ?. hr.:.,AU 

1*00 Washington Avenue 
3t, Louis 2, Missouri 


BPS 

atb 


June lii, 1963 


EPN 


Mr. Edwin Wolf, 2nd 

Library Company of Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 1*7, Penna. 

Dear Ed: 

I am at the numismatic end of the research group attempt¬ 
ing to unravel Benjamin Franklin's unique stereotype 
nature printing. Apparently his teohniques were never 
described by him in order to protect the paper money of 
Delaware and Pennsylvania from counterfeiters. ‘Us 
techniques, nevertheless, were copied by the paper money 
printers for Maryland and New Jersey and the practice was 
continued by his successors. Hall and Sellers. This type 
of printing is apparently unique to Colonial America, 
differing from the Viennese and English processes intro¬ 
duced in the 19th century and requiring electrotyping 

The Hunt Botanical Library cf Cernegie Institute of 
Technology is attempting to identify the leaves printed 
on the various issues of currency and it would be helpful 
if they could obtain a list of the names of the leaves 
which Breintnall offered as nature prints. I understand 
that your library owns Breintnall's list of his available 
nature prints. A Xerox copy or other copy of that list 
would be very helpful for identification work. 

I presume that you are familiar with our endeavor which 
arose out of a question Mr.Vhitfield Bell raised when 
the Philadelphia Art Museum developed the World of 
Flowers Exhibit. 

You may have some thoughts as to how this stereotype 
nature printing was accomplished and, if so, I know you 
will share them. In the meantime I hope the list is not 
inconvenient for you to send me. 

Kindest personal regards, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P 


NEWMAN 


Founded 1731 



The Library Company a/'P hiladelphia 


Broad and Christian Streets, Philadelphia 4.7 , Pennsylvania 


July 1, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Mr. McNulty* of the Art Museum* has been here since the 
show to do further research on nature printing. I showed 
him a volume in which exactly the same kind of leaf prints 
were made in the margins of two pages by Francis Daniel 
Pastorius. These must have been made before 1719, because 
Pastorius became mortally ill at the end of that year. 

Whether he instructed Hesselius in this art, or Hesselius 
him, T do now know. It was Hesselius, and not Hesse, as 
the Museum stated, to whom Linnaeus gave credit for the 
invention of the process. I have seen no description of how 
the work was done, but there are hints in Breintnall's 
volumes that the leaves were inked with a printer’s ball, 
and printed on a smallipress, which well could be an engraving 
press. I shall send you a copy of the Breintnall note 
which lists some of the leaves he printed. I would think 
that a Botanist would have to go thorough the two volumes 
which we have to Identify numbers of leaves which are not 
identified by Breintnall. I hope this may be helpful. 

I have suggested to McNulty that the information may have 
come to Linnaeus through Peter Kalm, who sawiLiiinaeus in 
Philadelphia and who was a friend of Jiesaeliu^rWe have been 
unable to find any leaf prints by Hesselius here. Kind regards. 


Sincerely, 



Edwin Wolf, 2nd 
Librarian 
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September U, 1963 


Dr. C. William Miller 
Department of English 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Dear Dr.Miller: 

On July 7 you asked me to send you a li9t of 
the Franklin,and Franklin and Hall currency in my own 
collection as well as in other leading collections of 
the country. 1 would like to know whether you want a 
detail list of each piece of currency by colony, date, 
and denomination, or whether you wish a general list 
of all of the imprints. There is a lot of detail to 
whatever way you wish to list it. 

In my letter to you of July 9 1 stated that 
nature prints were used through 1786 but these were not 
the old Franklin cuts. The last of the Franklin cuts 
were used in Pennsylvania in 1776 and on Continental 
currency into 1777. Hall and Sellers had new nature prints 
made thereafter as the old cuts must have worn out. 

In your study of Franklin’s paper sources, if 
you would let me know the dates of the entries in his 
work books I can lend you currenoy printed at such time. 
From this you might be able to determine what H stuff n is. 

I am writing an article on nature printing on 
currency and would very much like to submit it to you for 
suggestions or corrections when it is far enough along. 
Would you be nice enough to read it? Mr. McNulty, having 
left for Europe, suggested that I write an independent 
numismatic article on nature printing and that in due 
course he would write one to submit to the American 
Philosophical Society. This is a fascinating subject. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 


DEPARTMENT OP ENGLISH 


September 22, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. i “ouis 5, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am embarrassed for not acknowledging earlier 
your gift of your reprint "Counterfeit Continental Currency Goes 
to T Var" and your more recent letter concerning bow you should list 
for me the colonial currency in your collection. Thank you for both. 

As^must have gathered from my earlier correspondence, 
I am no numismatist and therefore oroceed with difficulty to deal 
with a sub.lect about which you know a great deal. I must endeavor 
to learn something e v out the matter since it falls within the area 
of mv study of Franklin printing. I would be obliged to you for ad¬ 
vice about the detail of listing the currency. 

The W.J. Campbell checklist of Franklin printing 
(1918) simply listed the various denominations issued in a given 
year in a given province. I do/1 not think Campbell ever saw copies. 

He gathered his information from the provincial papers. - 1 have been 
endeavoring to locate and record all extant copies and record whether 
they are of series A or 8. As you well know, copies are widely scat¬ 
tered, often ^adly preserved, and issues anything but complete, es¬ 
pecially for the early vears. I have seen none for Penna. 1731, or 
N.J. (Keimer, 1728, on which worked) or 1731, or for the Lower 
Counties (Delaware) for 1735, or the two printings of 1739. 

The only extensive collection I have examined is 
that in the American Antiquarian Society at Worcester. I have a 
record of copies at the Mass, historical Society, Historical Society 
of Penna., University of Penna., '“oston Public,^APS, Historical 
-ofety of Delaware, and the orivate holdings of Mr. Hideout of ’os- 
ton. I know of Judge Rlchsrd S. Rodney's little volume on Colon ial 
Finances in Delaware, but have not seen his collection. I am told 
that the Dearborn Museum has a large collection and Mr. McNulty told 

me of a private collector here in Philadelphia. Any other leads you 

can give me T would much appreciate. 

I think I must include a listing of all currency 

printed by Franklin or by Franklin and Hall between 1728 -1765, in 

Penna., N.J., and Delaware. I know of no others. I would like to in¬ 
clude a listing of all of the leaf plates originating in Franklin 
printing houses which were used later, though I assume that these 
cuts remained in the possession of Hall, his son, and his partner 
Sellers. 
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TEMPL-E UNIVERSITY 

PHILADELPHIA 22. PA. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


I have read a version of Mr. McNulty’s article on the nstuee 
prints end would certainly he grateful if I might read the article 
you are writing. I hope that you gentlemen will handle the prob¬ 
lems fully so that I may refer to your publications in my biblio¬ 
graphy. 

I am toying with the idea of having all title-pages of BF 
printing reproduced photographically in the bibliography if the 
key libraries will -©operate and if the costs are not prohibitive. 
i his may include the currency too if enough clean copies are avail¬ 
able and enough pieces of currency could be arranged per page to 
include the large number. Co you see any advantage in my reproducing 
all of this currency photographically, especially when I could re¬ 
produce only one face? or should 1 be content with a listing? BF 
printed some 800 items not counting large numbers of ephemera: ad¬ 
vertisements, legal forms, etc. 

Please excuse this long letter, but I thought you would be 
able to help me more if if you knew what my difficulties are. 


Yours cordially, 

C_ . 'NyvbfeiL... 

C. William Miller 



October 1, 1963 


Dr. C. William Miller 
Department of English 
Temple University 
Philadelphia 22, Penna. 

Dear Dr, Miller: 

Thank you for your letter of September 22. 

I am enclosing a photocopy of the list of the Joshua 
I. Cohen paper money collection which is at the Dearborn 
Museum, In due course I will obtain a list of a oouple of 
private collections which are also very large. 

I would appreciate from you the Colonial paper money 
holdings of the Massachusetts Historical Society, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, University of Pennsylvania, Boston 
Public Library, American Philosophical Society, and the 
Historical Society of Delaware, to the extent you have them. 

If you would merely lend your data to me I could photocopy 
it and return it promptly. I do not need the American Anti¬ 
quarian Society or the collection of Mr, Rideout. 

My article on Nature Printing is progressing and, in 
due course, I will send it to you, after I have it in more 
complete shape. I just took a group of photographs for it. 

As far as reproducing the currency photographically 
for your bibliography, I think it is much better to have a 
few pieces showing the front and back instead of a large 
number of pieces which are too small to be meaningful, parti¬ 
cularly when so many pieces which Franklin printed are unknown 
and when so many others which are very rare are in mi serabl© 
condi tion . 

As far as plate letters A, B, C or D on Franklin 
currency, I have a record as to virtually all types of those 
known. 
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October X, 1963 


Dr. C. William Killer 


I find that in 1756 Jonas Green, the 
Annapolis, used leaf prints and wonder if he 
nection with Franklin. He obviously copied, 
in Franklin 1 s procedure. A photocopy of one 
enclosed. 


printer in 
has any Con¬ 
or was instructed 
specimen is 


I am enclosing for you a photocopy of some Franklin 
leaf prints used on both the Continental Currency and the 
early Pennsylvania Currency of Franklin. I think you will 
find this comparison particularly interesting. I do not 
believe it has ever been pointed out before. 

I also enclose photocopies of early Delaware notes. 

I sincerely hope that we can be mutually helpful and 
appreciate your cooperation. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN/a tb 


October 22, 1963 


Dr. C. William Miller 
Department of English 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Dr. Miller: 

I am enclosing herewith the article I have 
written relating to nature printing. The illus¬ 
trations will be generally similar to those I 
previously sent you but they are not ready at 
this time and I did not want to delay in sending 
you the manuscript. 

I would appreciate it if you will read 
this material and please feel free to make cor¬ 
rections, suggestions, amendments, deletions, or 
any other thoughts which may go toward improving 
the document. 

I have not checked it thoroughly but pre¬ 
fer sending it to you so that we both will be 
working on it simultaneously. 

When Mr. McNulty comes back, on November U, 
I want to have a copy available for him, but he 
will have so much to do in any event. 

Please treat me as a student as that is 
what I really am. If anything is the slightest 
bit unclear to you, or ambiguous, I will want to 
correct it. 

Just make your comments on the document 
and return it. I will be very grateful. 

I certainly hope you find the project 
interesting. 


Cordially, 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


October 29, 1963 


Dear Dr. Miller, 

Enclosed are the Xerox 
copies of the illustrations 
to make your reading more 
intelligible. 

Sincerely 


From the desk of 
ERIC P. NEMAN 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
PHILADELPHIA 22. PA. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


November 3, 1963 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


My apologies for being so tardy in returning 
your manuscript. I have read it several times and then went 
over it again after you were so kind as to send me copies of 
the illustrations. I hope you meant what you said about my 
commenting freely on the points of the paper. Your findings 
are first-rate, I have learned much, and since I am anxious 
that your article answer as many questions as possible, I 
have tried in the margin to be candid, and sometimes set-down 
questions which I doubt whether you or anyone else can answer; 
nevertheless T find it helpful in my own writing to get the 
reactions of another mind playing over the material, and I 
trust you will think so too. I am also an English teacher 
who teaches graduate students how to prepare papers for pub¬ 
lication. If I h^ve raised questions about the documentation 
and writing that seem too pointed or fussy, please forgive me. 

While I am supposed to know a good deal about 
eighteenth century printing, I felt that I could help you most 
by bringing to your paper my general background knowledge of 
^F's printing career since I have long since learned that one 
facet of his work is usually conditioned in part by what is 
working habits are and what he is doing elsewhere. I am embar¬ 
rassed not to have a separate of the article I did on 13 F's type 
to send to you. It appeared in Studies in p iblionreek y(195°) XI, 
179-206. It does not bear directly on your subject, but I think 
you might be more comfortable in your own writing after reading *' 
it. 


What interests me particularly in your paper is 
the recurrence of the nature prints and the role BF played in making, 
them - not the first ones, but the other later ones used by his 
partners and friends. To whom did he impart the process, Hcich ones 
’"ere made by others, if any, and how exactly can you trace them 
over the years in his and other printing shops. If, as BF says in 
his biography, the N.J. officials stood over him while he was printing 
off the currency, then did the colonial officials permit these 
nature prints to kick around in the orinting shops for long years 
'"ithout some kind of security measures. Cr perhaps they ’"ere not 
so careful in those days, though I gather counterfeiting was a 
constant threat. 





temple: university 

PHILADELPHIA 22. PA. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


Just 8 word about the over?11 organization of your oarer, 'bile 
I can understand why you wished to include in this paper your know¬ 
ledge of the use of nature prints in the currency of the various 
colonies, the second section seems not strongly tied into the first. 
T ?ould it not be helpful somewhere early in the paper to tell the 
reader that you are including a detailed survey of the use of nature 
printing colony by colony later in the paper? Some of the later 
matter you use in the first part in developing your case 'or as¬ 
cribing the invention to and explaining how you think he did it. 

T appreciate your letting me work over the manuscript and I 
hope you can decipher my notes and will forgive me my occasional 
repetitions, the result of my various readings. Fy-the-by what is 
the Harley L. Freeman collection? and where is it? If it is a. pri¬ 
vate collection, do you reproduce illustrations from it, and if so, 
are you planning to acknowledge the indebtedness specifically. You 
apparently have a superb collection. I gained much from looking at 
your illustrations, and hope when you send me your list of locations 
you will include them all. Meanwhile I include the meager list of 
locations that I have gathered from various libraries along with 
my examinations of FF’s other printing. My regards, 


Yours cordially, 

C- • W? 

C. William Miller 
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TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
PHILADELPHIA 22. pa. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


Locations in libraries of BFranklin paper currency 
(Not including AAS or Dearborn) 


Penna. 1755* Oct. 1 

5 shillings (a) PHi 

1756, Jan. 1 

2 shillings (b) PKi 

15 shillings (a) PHi 

20 shillings PHi(p?a), FU (b) 

1756, Oct. 1 

20 shillings PHi (a) 

1757 Mar. 10 

5 shillings PHi (a) 

10 shillings PHi (b) 

15 shillings PHi (b) 

20 shillings PHi (a); MEi(b) 

1757 July 1 

10 shillings PHi (b) 

15 shillings PKi (b) 

20 shillings PKi (b); MHi (b) 

1758 Lay 20 

10 shillings PHi (a) 

15 shillings PKi (b) 

20 shillings PHi(2); MKi(b)p Redwood (B) 

1759 April 25 

10 shillings PHi(b): PU 

15 shillings PHi (aO; PU(a) 

20 shillings PHi (b) 

2 pounds PHi (b) 

5 pounds PHi (b) ; APS 

1760 May 1 

10 shillings MHi(b) 

15 shillings MHi (b) 

20 shillings MHi(a); PU(a) 

5 pounds MHi (A & B) 

1764 June 18 

N. J. (nothing) 

5 shillings PU(b) 

10 shillings PU (s&b) 

20 shillings PU (b)(2),(a)(2); PPAmP; MHi(b) 

De la ware 

1758 May 1 

10 shillings PU 

15 shillings ?U 

20 shillings PU 

1759 June 1 

10 shillings DeHi 

20 shillings DeHi, MB, PU 
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temple: university 

PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 
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Locations of RFfsnklin paper currency in libraries cont. 
(Not included: AAS, Dearborn, or Rideout) 


De laws re 


1760 

May 31 

20 shillings 

MB 



50 shillings 

DeHi 

1764 

J une 18 

9 pence 

DeHi(b) 



20 shillings 

MB (a c 2b's); DeHi(B) 



50 shillings 

DeHi (a) 


; 


PHi Historical Society of Penna. 

PU University of Penna. 

DeHi Historical Society of Delaware (Wilmington) 

MHi Massachusetts Historical Society ( p oston) 

MR p oston Public Library 

PPAmP American hilosophical Society,(Phila) 

Redwood Library 
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November 13, 1963 


Dr. C. William Hiller 
Department of English 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Dr. Miller: 

lour comments and suggestions on my article 
on Nature Printing are sincerely appreciated even 
though you gave me a first-class going over. What 
was so nice about your criticism is that not only 
did you understand my problems but you put your 
heart and soul into trying to make the document 
more worthwhile. It is as if I had gone back to 
college again and I wish I could. 

I have made endless corrections based upon 
your comments, but, as you said, there are plenty 
questions I cannot answer except by guess. 

First,and. foremost, I have defined what 
I mean by "cut” and this, I believe, will straighten 
out a lot of problems. 

The Journal of the Continental Congress 
uses "cutts" or “cuts" - whether it means the 
complete note or merely border decoration. I am 
adding this material to the manuscript. 

Xou state that copper plate in printing 
requires great pressure and I do not believe it 
really does need more than that of a screw press 
if the paper is moist and the felt top pad is thick. 
I have experimented with a hand roller press but 
never with a screw press. I believe Franklin’s 
"copper plate press" was only a screw press. All 
of the currency by Franklin is printed in relief 
and not from engraved copper plates. 
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Br.C. William Miller 


November 13* 1963 


The only really funny answer I can give 
you is an answer to "Was the cut on the 1739 issue 
of Pennsylvania notes turned sidewise or upside 
down?” To this my answer is ”1 don't know which 
way is up M and, believe me, I have never before had 
the opportunity to give that answer to anyone, 

I have seen some of the early issues of 
currency printed by Franklin and they do not have 
nature prints. Franklin did not destroy his moulds 
when he made two castings of a leaf print. He made 
as many castings as he could. He retained custody, 
not the officials. 

You state that Campbell lists a 20 shilling 
note of October 1, 175»5> but I find that he does not. 
Would you straighten me out on this matter? I also 
find no record of notes dated Feb. 28, 17ii6, which 
you mention, (see enclosed) or any act authorizing 
them. Scott's Catalogue and Wayt® Raymond's list 
include the issue, but I believe they are in error. 
Help! 


The lower denominations did not have leaf 
prints in the early period in either Delaware or 
Pennsylvania but, eventually, later issues of all 
denominations had leaf prints. 

I have found your article in the library 
here and plan to quote something from it so as to 
tie it in with my work. 

I think you would be intrigued with my 
American paper money collection, as I realize you 
have not seen too much old money. 
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Dr.C. William Miller 


November 13,1963 


Excuse the incompleteness of this note but 
I wanted to respond to your fine comments# 

lour new correspondence school student. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN 

atb 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
PHILADELPHIA 22, PA. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


November 21 , 1963 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Edison brothers Stores Inc. 
400 ’Yashington Avenue 
St. Louis 2 , Mo. 

Bear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your letter 
of November 13. I am much relieved to learn 
that I did not o p fend you with my criticism 
^nd grateful that you understood my intention 
to help you as best I could. 

„ I'm sure vou are right a^out 

s copper plate press” being a screw press. 

I don’t know much about how engravings were 
printed in the eighteenth century. I know that 
the graved elates I have s'-en later have a def¬ 
inite ridge a noun' them, the result 1 was told 
of the extreme pressure exerted. 


i am as puzzled as you are 
a v out the Campbell listings. I wonder if there 
are different editions of his Short-title check 
l* 8t e cause on page 316 of my copy he lists 
five denominations under the date Feb. 28, 1746 
and at the bottom of the same psge he lists a 
£0 shillings note under the date October 1 , 1755. 
I have not checked the laws authorizing these 
printings, but have assumed Campbell w PS Gor _ 
rect ’■'ecause I do not think he knew enough about 
the actual currency to make up a list from them. 

lentally - Dave seen a copy of the 1746 90 
shillings note at American Antiquarian. 

I a® looking forward to seeing your article 
less • /Oaie* Qbvu .- 


' * • 

Tours truly, 
Cl . w 1 iv ■ t tu 


November 27, 1963 


Mr, C. William Miller 
Department of English 
Temple University 
Philadelphia 22, Perna. 

Dear Mr. Miller: 

I believe I have untangled the problem 
about the Campbell listings. It is the old story 
of someone making an error and that error being 
copied and recopied ad nauseam. 

Scott’s 1879 listing includes, under Penn¬ 
sylvania, the 5 denominations of issues dated Febru¬ 
ary 28, 17U6. This is a Delaware issue and not a 
Pennsylvania issue and was carried forward, in error, 
in subsequent editions and copied by others. 

What you have seen at the American Anti¬ 
quarian Society is a 20 shilling note of August 1, 
171*6, not February 28, 171*6. This error could, of 
course, have happened because Delaware might have 
been treated as part of Pennsylvania. 

The problem as to the October 1, 1755 Penn¬ 
sylvania issue is another error. The Scott list 
of 1879 has the 5 shilling and 10 shilling as the 
last two notes. In subsequent Scott lists the 
15 shilling and 20 shilling are substituted for 
the 5 shilling and the 10 shilling. This is 
obviously an error because the 5 shilling and 10 
shilling exist and no specimens are known of the 
15 shilling and the 20 shilling.Campbell copied these 
errors. 


My article has gone to the printers 
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Mr. C. William Miller 


November 27, 1963 


I have not forgotten your desire to have 
a check list of the Franklin items which exist in 
various collections but you can see how difficult 
it is to work these matters out when no specimens 
exist in many situations and where errors have 
plagued past publications. 

You certainly sharpened up the article and 
you see I am perfectly willing to fight back on 
the merits. 


Cordially yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 

PHILADELPHIA 22. PA. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


December 8, IQ63 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 0, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you for your recent 
letter setting me straight on the Pennsyl¬ 
vania February 08, 1746 issue. I have won¬ 
dered where Camnbell got his information 
and assumed that be had probably checked the 
provincial records. You indicate he got them 
from the Scott catalogue. Then I examined the 
American Antiquarian Society collection I 
didn’t know enough to catch the error. I 
will reexamine the matter when I am next at 
the AAS, but I am grateful to you for pointing 
out the error. T will eventually get around to 
checking out a]l the other Campbell listings. 

If in the interval you catch any other mistakes, 
please drop me a note. 

I am pleased to hear that your 
article has gone to the printer’s. I am anxious 
to see a copy of the printed form. 

I came upon some more Franklin 
currency at the Montgomery County Historical 
Society, but did not have time during my first 
visit to examine it and take notes. I win s ^nd 
you a listing when I "'ext ~o there. Meanwhile 
have a good holiday season, and thanks for taking 
the trouble to do the spade work on the 1746 
issue. 

Yours sincerely, 

CL . W• VNrvvjX^^ 

C. William Miller 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc, 


SUITE 401 


1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


January 31 * 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 


Just a note to tell you that John and I 


both appreciate your credit line appended to that 
most interesting article appearing in the current 
Numismatist. 


Warm regards as always. 


Sincerely, 



Worms er 


CMW:dn 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 






Form #105 


To Mr.Don Taxay 


MEMORANDUM 

From 


February 3, 196& 
Eric P.Newman 


Thank you for your nice comments about the first installment of the 
article on Nature Printing. I hope it is of broad enough interest to 
others. However, if you want a laugh, look at Illustration No. 1*, and 
you can see that they put Continental Currency as an illustration for a 
Pennsylvania piece by switching two of the illustrations. Tou absolutely 
can never tell what printers are going to do and in spite of all of the 
precautions I took they messed this print up. 

In the second installment I will have the illustration republished 
properly. 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 







February 2b, 196b 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 

Sidney Mews Building 
Sidney, Ohio 

Dear Margo: 

Thank you, very much, for your nice letter about 
the Mature Printing article currently running in The 
Numismatist. I am glad that you are interested in it 
as a numismatist, as a printer, and as & Girl Scout Nature 
Printing instructor. I certainly did not realize this 
material would appeal to Girl Scouts. 

You can work up your own review and you can 
send me an advance copy for possible correction as you 
indicate you would. 

Since you plan to give full credit to The Numis¬ 
matist, I am asking Brad to send me the mounted photographs 
so that you can have a few illustrations. I am also glad 
that you will publicize the fact that this will be reprinted 
and would be available to your readers. 

As soon as the March Numismatist comes out you 
will have the bulk of the article and I will send you a 
copy of the balance of the text. 

Thank you for your interest in this curious 
research project. 


Sincerely yours. 


BRIG P. NEWMAN 

CC* 

Mr. Elston Bradfield, Editor 
The Numismatist 


B?N/atb 


p. 0. Box 63, ^lenside, Penna. 19058. 

March 16, 1964. 
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ft|th varieties of Vermont cents that you didn’t ; . ’ 
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i(y work, some pertinent data regarding Frenklli g ned from you Llj si¬ 
lly, knovdedg y ii formation I would use. But, most 

,j : nt, I want you to he perfectly frank, ith me about this A am not one to feel 
in anj y, should you rather not grant permission, and personally look upon 
• lig] f i g j ... v il ubj f not s, 

!$eir history. 

o engravings of Franklin framed, and got them earlier this week, 
jout i te ai .... b i 1 : 

ley to the Heritage, although ± have no influence there, and it may be a bit 
for their readers. But, at least it will -cause no harm if they don t want to 
it, end intend to make a photo of the one engraving in particular, that may add 
it to the article. There again, 1 might like to make some reference to the 

used to foil counterfeiters with the leaf designs, but in that event, 
\Jrrite' for permission. 

I haven t seen n-d Wolfe ir. quite a while, although 1 have numerous notes and 
.ons to ask about some data on ^ranklin. Maybe I'll get down to the Library u>. 

U him again. T did get, years ago, e number of coir;;? from thfcir old collection 
rne of the board members. x neluded was s nice New Hampshire cent, with the 3 
but worn some, as the copper was quite soft that was used. Bed a letter from ; 
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how v;e try, v/e never will take anything rv.ay from this "mortal coil." I 
photostat copy of the large colonial u * Continental collection, with the Vernon t 
notes, and the sheet of Georgia's, etc.., etc., mo other rumo: 

nd studies being made in the colonial field. So, I presume A |ill 
awa it their releasebefore a continue in that area'. 

\ en t Spring is apparently winning the battle against that old ralijcal 
Winter, for"the robins are returning daily, the forsythia buds are swelling, sap 
is rising in the sugar maples soon to be tapped, and a glorious felling o vigor 
and anxiety to get out and clean up the yad of debris and dead leaves, of which 
there is quite an accumulation. 

With kindest regards, x remain, 


Cordially yours 






March 18, 196U 


Hr* Hatt H. Hothert 
Camden Furniture Company 
Camden, Arkansas 

Dear Hatti 

Thank you for your nice words about the 
Nature Printing article running in The numismatist* 
Sine# you are intrigued with paper money I hope 
you continue to en^oy the unusual findings inthat 
field. 


I checked the Clark and am enclosing photo¬ 


copies of the portions which prove, conclusively, 
that the government did not even begin to print 
fractional currency until the second issue. 

I certainly hope this will be helpful to 
you in your article. Keep up the good work* 



ERIC P. HEVHAS KOMISTATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


E^/atb 


NATIONAL BANK OF DETROIT 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


April 6, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, Missouri 63105 

Dear Eric: 

The photographs of your MacNeil sketches came back from 
the photographer this afternoon. His prints are as good as 
could be expected, considering the deterioration of the paper 
and graphite which has occurred during the last, 48 years. 

One print of each sketch is enclosed with this letter. 

You will notice that in the course of bringing the contrast 
to a peak, all discolorations in the paper were unduly emphasized. 
Nevertheless, I like them because all of the detail of the eagles 
ia very cloar in each photograph. 

The slides have not yet been printed, but as soon as they 
are I will forward a set. 

The sketches were sent to your Cecil Avenue address at 
four o'clock this afternoon. The package was reinforced, registered 
and insured for $1,500. 

I'm following your article in The Numismatist carefully. 

The documentation is as thorough as in any article I have yet 
read in that publication. 


Sincerely yours, 



Assistant to the Director 
Money Museum 


Charles R. Hoskins:vh 
Enclosures 


Coin 


THE WEEKLY NEWSPAI 



\THE ENTIRE NUMISMATIC FIELD 


World 


SIDNEY NEWS BUILDING 


SIDNEY, OHIO 


April 10, 196ij. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Store 
ij.00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Did I misunderstand—were you planning to send 
some art and the price of the reprints on the nature 
Printing story? I thought it would be best to send 
you complete proofs on everything at one time. 


Sincerely, 


COIN WORLD 



Marion) 


llv 


Coin World 


THE WEEKLY NEWSPAI E ENTIRE NUMISMATIC FIELD 



SIDNEY NEWS BUILDING 


SIDNEY, OHIO 


February 21, I 96 I 4 . 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

I4.OO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric, 

Please forgive the delay in answering your letter of 
February 4 and its kind offer. We would like very much to 
review vour marvelous "Nature Printing on Colonial and 
Continental Currency." You have no idea how interested I am 
personally in this series. From a numismatic standpoint, of 
course, but it has two auxiliary attractions—the printing 
asoe'ct and the fact that I went through a nature Drifting 
project with twenty girl scouts. Did you realize you were 
appealing in this way? 

We will work up our own review if this is agreeable, and 
send an advance proof to you or if you prefer to develope your 
own, you know how grateful we are always for your writing. Just 
let us know which wav you orefer. We would like very much to 
borrow some glossy prints to dress up the story, and we would 
be very willing to limit these to the ones which already have 
aopeared in The Numismatist. You know we will give full credit 
to The Numismatist. 

We are pleased this will go into a reprint edition, and 
we will certainly publicize this good news along with the story. 
We are at your command. 


Sincerely 



COIN WORLD 


dmr 



April 2U, 196U 


Mrs. Marion Russell 
Coin World 

Sidney News Building 
Sidney, Ohio 

Dear Margo* 


I awaited hearing fro® Brad before answering 
your letter of April 10 with respect to the Nature Pointing 
article. He indicates that it will be a 36-page book¬ 
let, the price will be $1.50, and the booklet will be 
available by June 1. 

He definitely wants it stated that it first 
appeared in The Numismatist for February, March, April 
and May, 196it, and that it is copyrighted by the American 
Numismatic Association. He indicates that he has no 
objection to your running the article at any time. 

lou asked about art work and I would like you 
to look at the article, as published, and see which 
pictures you would like to reproduce. X have all of the 
prints and you may select as many or as few as you believe 
will be interesting. 

How is the cooking at the White House? 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


June 1, 1961* 


Mr. Leonard W. Labaree 

Yale University 

Sew Haven, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Labaree: 

In view of the fact that you are 
editor of The Papers of Benjamin Franklin, I 
have been advised that you might be interested 
in my article on Franklin*s invention and use 
of nature printing. It was published earlier 
this year and is now reprinted. You may already 
be familiar with it through Mr.Whitfield J.Bell,Jr., 
Mr. Edwin Wolf, 2nd., Mr. Kneeland McNulty, or 
Prof. C. William Miller, all of whom participated 
in the research. It apparently is unrecorded 
previously. 


While I realize your monumental work 
on Franklin has passed the initial date when his 
invention might have been more logically inserted, 
you might be able to find a nitch for it in a sub¬ 
sequent period if you feel it worth while. You are, 
of course, welcome to use whatever material in the 
article you may wish. 

I feel that it is particularly im¬ 
portant that the Continental Currency of the 
United States was printed in 1775> from the identical 
nature print cuts that Franklin's firm had prepared, 
using his invention. 

I am enclosing a copy of the reprint 
and if you need an additional copy or more please 
let me know. 


Sincerely yours. 


I?N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


THE PAPERS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

Sponsored, by the American Philosophical Society and Tale University 

LEONARD W. LABAREE, Editor 
Helen c. boatfiIELd, Assistant Editoi 
HELENE H. fineman, Assistant Editor 
james h. HUTSON, Assistant Editor 
claude a. lo^ez, Assistant Editor 

June 


EDITORIAL OFFICE! 

Yale University Library 
1603 A Yale Station 
New Haven, Connecticut 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


I am very much obliged to you for sending me the reprint of your 
article on Franklin's use of nature printing in the production 
of colonial currency. It is indeed a most interesting article 
and a valuable contribution both to the history of paper money and 
to the Franklin record. I hope we can find an opportunity to 
make direct use of it in our future work, and I shall add it to 
the Franklin collection here in the Yale Library. 



Leonard W. Labaree 


LSfL/vlw 


AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

held at Philadelphia 
for Promoting Useful Knowledge 


LIBRARY 

105 South Fifth Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pa. 


Telephc 


WAleut 5-9545 


June 8, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you very much for the copies you have sent me of 
your careful and exhaustive article on nature printing on 
colonial currency. You have provided us with evidence of 
another and hitherto unknown page in Franklin’s career. 

I am pleased to have the story brought together in this 
way, as I am sure other students of Franklin’s life, to say 
nothing of students and collectors of colonial currency 
will be. If I come upon anything more on the subject, 
possibly in some iSth century dictionary of arts, I shall 
certainly let you know about it. 


Faithfully yours, 



Associate Librarian 


B; e 




Founded 1731 



The Library Company of Philadelphia 


Broad and Christian Streets, Philadelphia 47, Pennsylvania 


June 9* 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newnan» Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores* Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis* Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I am grateful for your reprints on nature printing. 
I have not yet had time to read it in detail; but I 
would point out that in the Papers of Beniamin Franklint 
Vol. I, page 344n* printed in 1959* there is a note 
about leaf prints. Whit Bell knew about it then and did 
not discover it in 1963. Furthermore* I do think that 
you are somewhat flying in the face of evidence to 
attribute the invention of l,§af printing to Franklin 
rather than to Breintnall. Certainly its use on 
currency was Franklin's idea* but the technique may 
well have been developed by his friend. I shall look 
forward to reading the details. Kind regards. 


Sincerely* 



Edwin Wolf* 2nd 
Librarian 



PHILADELPHIA MUSEUM OF ART • FAIRMOUNT 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN PARKWAY AT TWENTY-SIXTH STREET • P. O. Box 7646 PHILADELPHIA 1 


June 9, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Many thanks for the copies of your fine article 
on Franklin*s nature printing. You have covered the subject 
very thoroughly - I would guess that this is the definitive 
documentation. 

Would you be good enough to send a copy to the Curator 
of Prints at the Smithsonian, Jacob Kainen, whose assistant 
recently put on a nature printing show? I think he would be 
interested. 


How did your own experiments work out? As I recall, 
you were going to try to duplicate Franklin f s method to see 
how feasible it really was. Didn r t you say you were having 
students work on this? 

Congratulations, and again many thanks, 

Kneeland McNulty 

Curator of Prints and Drawings 


Telephone POplar 5-0500 • Cable PHILMUSE 


RODIN MUSEUM • PARKWAY AT 22nd STREET 




SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


June 10, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you so much for sending us the reprint of your 
article "Nature Printing on Colonial and Continental Currency" 
which appeared in The Numismatist . 

May I say how greatly we appreciate your interest in 
making this available for our reference shelves. 

With best regards. 


Sincerely yours, 

V. ClaijK-Stefanelli 
Curator 

Division of Numismatics 




Camden Furniture Company 

CAMDEN ARKANSAS 


MANUFACTURERS OF BEDROOM FURNITURE 

June 12, 1964 


SINCE 1926 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue, 

St. Louis 2,Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

I certainly want to thank you for your book on "Nature 
Printing". I enjoyed these articles and I am very 
proud to put this book in my library. 

I am looking forward to having a good talk with you 
the next time I am in St. Louis. 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

Very cordially yours, 


Matt H. Rothert 




AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

Chartered by Congress 

CHARLES M. JOHNSON, Board of Governors 
3521 Vista Street 

LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90803 

June 14, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edson Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington kve . 

St Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thanks, for remembering me with the reprint of 
your paper on Nature Printing on Colonial and Continental 
Currency. I read the original in the Numismatist and the 
reprint is a welcome addition to my library. 

Eric, keep up the good work. 




AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
LIBRARY 

105 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
Telephone: WAlnut 5-9545 


June 16, 5-964 

Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri. 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

I am interested in your 
article NATURE PRINTING ON COLONIAL AND 
CONTINENTAL CURRENCY, which passed over 
my desk here in the Library, and would 
like to get two copies for my personal 
use. Could you supply me or should I 
write to the publishers of the magazine 
in which it appeared. I will appreciate 
any information you can give me. 

Cordially yours, 

vv-R CL, 

Mrs. Ruth A. Duncan 
Reference Librarian. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 


June 1 6 , l$6k 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you very much for sending me a reprint of 
your article on Nature Printing. I very much appreciate 
your thoughtfulness. 

We had an exhibition of nature printing several 
months ago. It is remarkable how a number of people 
will become interested in a specific subject during 
the same period. 

Your article seems fascinating and I expect to read 
it with pleasure. 


Yours sincerely 



Jacob Kainen 
Curator 

Division of Graphic Arts 


'Whitman JNwnismatic iJournal 

1220 MOUND AVENUE . RACINE, WISCONSIN 53404 



R.S. YEOMAN 
Editor-In-Chief 

K.E. BRESSETT 

NEIL SHAFER 
Associate Editor 

ED METZGER 

Advertising Mgr. 


June 16 , 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5* Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Many thanks for sending a copy of your NATURE 
PRINTING article. I know I will enjoy reading it 
and plan to spend some time with it tonight or 
tomorrow. 

In haste, 

— 

Ken Bressett 

Managing Editor 

WHITMAN NUMISMAEtC JOURNAL 

KEB:ca 


dZ. &rv^J»- cj£ 


A DIVISION OF WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY • WORLD’S LEADING NUMISMATIC PUBLISHERS 



June 16, 196k 


Mr. Edwin Wolf, 2nd 
Library Company of Philadelphia 
Broad and Christian Sts* 
Philadelphia hi, Penn. 

Dear Eds 


Your letter of June 9, 196it indicating that 
I was inaccurate in what I wrote about Nature Print¬ 
ing concerned me. Perhaps our differences were only 
in definition. My point was that Franklin invented 
a process of stereotype printing of nature objects 
by the use of metal castings. 

Breintnall was a master at the technique of 
making ink impressions directly from leaves but 
Franklin's knowledge of casting type and of printing 
was necessary to develop his invention. Franklin's 
invention is the only thing which was new. 

As to Mr.Bell knowing, in 19$9, about 
Franklin's printing process, you emphasize the footnote, 
on page 3UI, in The Papers of B.F. ^here io no mention 
of printing from castings or cuts, although leaves on 
New Jersey paper currency are mentioned and the leaf 
in the almanac. £here is no distinction made between 
the inked contact print method and the ca3t cut print¬ 
ing method. I was told that Mr. Bell was the person 
who raised the query as to how the money printing was 
done and who realized that the leaves on money were 
natural. I enclose a copy of his letter to me in 
which he seems most satisfied with the work. 

This investigation^ like most investigations, 
required teamwork and I hope I have cleared up in your 
mind the basis for the statements which bothered you. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


E PN /a tb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Coin 


THE WEEKLY NEWSPAi 



\THE ENTIRE NUMISMATIC FIELD 


World 


SIDNEY NEWS BUILDING 


SIDNEY, OHIO 


Mr. Uric P. Newman 


June 16, 196I4. 


Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

1|00 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric, 

Please forgive our delay in getting this condensation 
off to you—we hope it meets with your approval. There is 
also a iist of ohotos we’d like to borrow. We are so fortunate 
to have the privilege of reprinting such quality material--and 
please know how much we appreciate it, in behalf of our 
thousands of readers who might have missed it otherwise. 

You’re a generous mani 


Sincerely : 


' COIN WORLD 


dmr 

Enc 


Margo Russell (Mrs. Marion) 
Executive Editor 


June 18, 196U 


Mrs. Margo Russell 
Coin World 
Sidney, Ohio 

Dear Margo, 

. : . '^Z 1 ii . r ■ " • 1 ■ i:: 

print ay article on Mature Printing on Colonial and Con¬ 
tinental Currency* 

lou certainly wrote it up in a delightful vein 
and indicate a tremendous understanding of the subject* 

I have taken the liberty of editing the draft 
and return the same to you herewith. 1 am sure you will 
not object to my changes* 

Under separate cover I am mailing the photo¬ 
graphs you asked for and one additional photograph of 
a Maryland currency nature print which I think should 
be substituted for the last one you asked for. My 
reason is that showing something which is not a nature 
print, with so few illustraticns, is wrong, when there 
is an opportunity to show a different type of nature 
print. I hope you agree with me. It is positively 
essential that the photographs be returned* r 

Whenever this is printed, I would like some 
additional copies. 

Thank you for being so complimentary and, 
with kindest personal regards. 



E?H/atb 


ERIC P. HEWMAft 




J. ROY PENNELL, JR. 
p. □. Drawer B5B 




20 June 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Newman: 

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of your ANA 
reprint "Nature Printing on Colonial and Continental 
Currency". I enjoyed reading it in the Numismatist and 
enjoyed my second reading even more. It is a very fine 
work and I appreciate your sharing of knowledge with us. 

I have sent my work on NC notes to Lee Hewitt for 
publication. I have followed your suggestion on the 
alphabetical listing of the banks. Thank you again for the 
help given in this work. 

I plan to be in Cleveland for the ANA Convention and 
look forward to meeting you at that time. 




J. Roy Pennell, Jr. 


JRP/mc 



AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 
LIBRARY 

105 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. 
Telephone: WAInut 5-9545 


Juno 24j 1964 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Thank you so much for 
your prompt reply to my request for 
copies of your NATURE PRINTING ON COLONIAL 
AND CONTINENTAL CURRENCY. I am enclosing 
postage and will be very happy to reimburse 
you for any other expense, if you will 
let me know. 

Thanking you again for this courtesy, 

I am 


Sincerely yours, 

(2LK. Q-.'tDu. 


Rofprence Librarian. 


Founded 1731 



The Library Company of Philadelphia 


Broad and Christian Streets, Philadelphia 47, Pennsylvania 


June 30, 1064 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison rothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2* Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I did not mean to be mean. I agree 
completely with you that Franklin developed the 
method of stereotype printing and that Whit Pell 
did not mention the printing method at all. I 
suppose my feeling was in your phrasing and a 
footnote to the effect that,although the leaf 
printing had been noted, the metal casting had 
not,would suffice. With kindest regards. 


Sincerely) 



Edwin Wolf, 2nd 
Librarian 


SW: sg 


THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK 
MONEV MUSEUM 


Rockefeller Center 


1254 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10020 


/ 


7 July 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Your letter of June 29th has unaccountably turned up with Mr. 
Ratzman T s address. 

Thank you very much for sending me your monograph on "Nature 
Printing". That the A.N.A. should have got it up so nicely is 
about the finest appreciation I can think of. 

By the way I came across an article in a 17S6 New Haven magazine 
stating that the Nova coppers were struck in Greenwich, England 
to the amount of 40,000 pieces. Do you have this clipping? 


Kindest regards, 



Donald P. Taxay 
Curator 


DT/ks 



TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 1912a 


DEPARTM! 


July 11, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


My apologies for being so tardy in acknowledg¬ 
ing receipt of the offprint Nature Printing on Oolonla l and Con ¬ 
tinental Currency and your cordial letter accomoanying it. I had 
to get on with my BF research out of town in the interval between 
the end of the winter session and the beginning of summer school, 
and only recently returned home and have been able to catch up 
on my correspondence. 

I have just reread your monograph before writing 
this letter, and continue to be impressed with the first-rate job 
you did in dealing fully with this subject and the scholarship' 
relating to it. You are to be congratulated on achieving a first 
in Franklin scholarship at this late date, and I am personally 
indebted to you for exploring so effectively an area that I must 
deal with in my overall bibliography, and for which I did not have 
the background knowledge and special insight to do the kind of 
work you have done. 

Further I think it reads well and is admirably 
organized. I was pleased too to see your long clarifying footnote 
on the meaning of f cut". It helped me and protects you from being 
questioned by scholars on printing. 

I am particularly interested in your description 
of an uncut sheet of notes. I cannot tell precisely from, your com¬ 
ment whether the sheet is one from an issue printed by ^ranklin or 
one of the later ones, perhaps of 1769 or 1775. I have never seen 
such a sheet and would very much like to have the opportunity since 
it will help me to clarify my own thinking on how the currency was 
printed. Would you be so kind as to tell me where this sheet exists? 

All in all it is a most illuminating study you 
have published, and I am grateful for your kindness in sending me 
an offprint. 


Yours cordially, 

CL . vo > Vv n j ; 

C. William Miller 







Missouri Botanical Garden 

“ SHAW'S GARDEN" 


2315 TOWER GROVE AVENUE 
ST. LOUIS 10, MISSOURI 


July 2, 1964, 


Mr* Eric P* Newman 
6450 Cecil 
St, Louis, Mo, 


Dear Mr, Newman, 

Many thanks for the reprint of ycur paper on nature 
printing, I have read it with much interest and congra¬ 
tulate you on having presented such a complete and readable 
account of the matter. We are naturally very glad to 
have a copy to place in the library. 

Dr, William T. Stearn of the Department of Botany at 
the British Museum of Natural History who has been visiting 
the Garden this week was much interested in looking over 
your paper and asked me whether I thought he might obtain 
a copy. If you still have copies of this for distribution 
I should very much appreciate your sending him one or sending 
it to me for dispatching to him, for he is a man of very 
wide interest in history of botany and would make very good 
use of this material. 

With kindest regards, 



Sincerely yours, 


GBVS/cl 


August U, 196U 


Mr. George V. Van Schaack 
Missouri Botanical Garden 
2315> Tower Grove Avenue 
St. Louis 10, Missouri 

Dear Mr. Van Schaack: 

I am enclosing an additional copy of ray 
article on Nature Printing for transmission 
to Dr.William T. Stearn of the British Museum 
Botany Department. 

The Coin Department, at the British Museum, 
already has a copy. Since each division has 
a separate library, I am glad that Dr.Stearn 
is interested in the subject. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


August b 9 196k 


Dr. C. William Miller 
Department of English 
Temple University 
Philadelphia, Penn. 

Dear Dr. Miller: 

Tour lovely letter of July 11, I 96 I 4 greeted me when 
I returned from Europe and X certainly appreciate the kind 
words you had to say about my work. Tou certainly forced 
me to strengthen and clarify the article and you, therefore, 
were given, and deserved, appreciation from readers. The 
article has been enthusiastically received in many quarters 
and I am glad that I was given the opportunity to work on 
the subject. 

Tou stated that you were interested in uncut sheets 
of notes. I have a number of them, in ray collection, but 
none printed by Franklin. Franklin printed them exactly the 
same as Hall and Sellers did. 

I ats enclosing a photocopy of a half sheet. The full 
sheet contains 16 notes, 8 backs and 8 fronts, being printed 
simultaneously, and the paper being flipped over so as to 
match up the proper fronts and backs. There are pin holes in 
the sheet so as to register the fronts and backs. I have other 
sheets rrinted in similar fashion by Hall andSSellers. 

Wheii.1 was in London, this summer, X saw, at the Science 
Museum, a printing press which was in the? shop which Franklin 
first visited when he went to Europe. I studied this press, 
particularly the frame work, which held the paper. This press 
seemed to me to be almost identical to the Franklin press which 
is in Philadelphia. If there is any detail I can help you on 
with respect to sheet printing, please let m© know, as ray col¬ 
lection, as well as other collections, do have sufficient 
examples. 


I have also not forgotten your desire to have a list of 
all Franklin imprints on currency and it so happens X am pre¬ 
paring a catalog of Colonial currency which will contain all 
of that information. 

Thank you, again, for your kindness. 

Cordially, 


EPH/atb 


Monday, Jan 18th 


Dear Eric: 


Sorry to be such a bringdown on the printing business, but could you let me have 
a bit more time? I'm getting a new press next week. My own, bejesus. It's big 
and operates by a motorJ I'll be installing it in my basement, and the year 1965 
will see lots of prints come off of it. 

Your Franklyn study is fascinating. Have you a few more copies? I'd like to send 
one to Hayter in Paris, A. Hyatt Mayor in NY, and a couple of other curators I 
know. They'd really love it. 


Best wishes, 



Hartford , February 10,/£>65 


The Society has received from 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 


Pamphlets - Nature Printing on Colonial and Continental 
Currency By Eric P. Newman A.N.A. I 4 . 6 2\\. 

Counterfeit Continental Currency Goes to War 
By Eric P. Newman January and February 1957 


for which I have the honor to return the Society s 
grateful acknowledgments . 



Chartered 1823 


JOr ,* 


. - •. _ nomas ... liarr.,:. t u j. 

Conor cv. ... -*in ; o, Jolo. 

near Sir: 

At your convenience uci jc o.. no .i^n to usi me nice. 
answers to the .•iiowm; 

. 

X am syeciJi< .y i -■ 3 - ia: 

ifol, /'/ 1 •/, _t matin, n J ----- 

Continental G - ncy b iric . . I2e man, ... .. • . 

, 

, 

on GoX nial jun’^ c ■). m I ncc sp sci ic emi 

from i--. i’eunan can you iarnish mo with his aciuin. S3, or* tell 

mo whore I can 5 t it. dualizing a l’c 3 r tro jle. 
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THE NUMISMATIST 

Official Publication of 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 

N. NFIL HARRIS 
Editor 

P. 0. BOX 2366, COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 80901 


January 2, 1975 

Robert W. Little 
RFD #1 

Acme, PA 15610 
Dear Prof. Little: 

Thank you for your letter of December 24th, 1974. You have our permission 
to use the material you described on these two conditions. First of all, 
we request that you include a proper credit line citing your source. 
Secondly, you have our permission as long as this is also agreeable 
with Eric Newman. 

Consequently, if you do not hear further from us in the next two or 
three weeks, you can be assured that there are no difficulties in your 
use of this material. I am forwarding a copy of this letter to Eric 
Nex-nnan in today’s mail. 

Good luck with your textbook venture. 

Sincerely, 



N. Neil Harris 
Editor 


NNH/pkf 


ERIC: If for any reason you do have objections, please let me know 

withinin the next week so I can get back to R. Little. Thanks. 


Neil 
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